RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
if he gets tired, and even if he is merely not playing well, so that it not infrequently happens that at the end of the game hardly any of the players have been playing from the beginning. If substitutes are to be allowed for injured players, which at first sight seems very plausible, it would seem to be necessary to make the rule as wide as it is in America, otherwise you would have to define what amount of injury qualified for substitution, which would result in continual wrangling. The rule is defended in America as improving the quality of the play, since if a university can supply two good teams, the men in the team which plays first will play harder if they know they will be replaced when they get tired, than would be advisable if they had to last through the whole of the game. Between two universities of the same size the system may have advantages, but between a large university and a smah1 one it obviously gives much greater advantage to the large one. It would increase the difficulty of arranging matches between the universities, and such teams as the Services, Old Merchant Taylors, Edinburgh University and the like. These find it difficult enough to get together a team of fifteen ; it would be vastly more difficult to get the much larger teams required under the American system.
Another difference is that under our system you are not allowed to tackle anyone who has not got the ball, but in America it was not so. What is called interference was allowed. When one of a team has got the ball and is running with it, the forwards on his side arrange themselves in a wedge-like formation in front of him and try to force a way through the opposing team. This led to many fatal accidents and the wedge formation is now forbidden, but the forwards are still allowed to tackle men who are trying to get to the man with the ball. 190